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August 8, 2008

Richard F. Daines, M.D., Commissioner

New York State Department of Health

Corning Tower

Empire State Plaza

Albany, New York 12237

Re: Proposed Restructuring of Long Island College Hospital, Brooklyn

Dear Commissioner Daines:

I write on behalf of the Cobble Hill Association, the local community organization which represents the interests of the residents of Cobble Hill, Brooklyn, the neighborhood in which Long Island College Hospital is located. Our Association wishes to urge an alternative restructuring proposal for LICH in lieu of the one recently proposed by its present manager, Continuum Health Partners. In our opinion, the proper delivery of health care to the residents of Brooklyn requires that Continuum’s proposal to close the Obstetrics Service at LICH (which almost certainly will result in the closing of LICH’s Pediatrics Service there as well) be disapproved, and that, instead, Continuum Health Partners’ power to manage LICH should be terminated and LICH’s management should be transferred to SUNY Downstate, for which LICH is already the major hospital teaching affiliate and with which LICH already has a number of administrative ties.

When Long Island College Hospital originally became the sole Brooklyn partner of Continuum Health Partners in the late 1990’s, our Association hoped that the affiliation would result in new medical services, new teaching programs, and better financial performance coming to LICH. We expected this outcome to result from the combined negotiating and purchasing power arising from its new association with Continuum, a much larger hospital system based in Manhattan. Unfortunately, Continuum’s management of LICH during the past ten years has disappointed us in all of these respects. We recognize that under Rita Battles’ guidance as President, LICH rebuilt its Emergency Services and instituted a new and very well-regarded Cardiac Catheterization Program. However, according to Continuum, LICH’s present financial condition is such that—despite the recent closing of four clinics and the sale of a number of LICH’s properties which Continuum deemed not necessary for LICH’s continued operation—LICH must close its Obstetrics Service and consider also closing its Pediatric Service in order to keep LICH financially viable. Our Association believes, despite Continuum’s repeated assurances to the contrary, that Continuum’s ‘restructuring plan’ for LICH is part of its plan to reduce LICH to a small, ‘med-surg’ community hospital which exists solely to feed patients to Beth Israel and Continuum’s other Manhattan hospitals.

Our Association strongly believes that if LICH’s Obstetric Service were combined with the service at Downstate, and if Downstate were to assume the management responsibilities for LICH (including billing and other financial management, purchasing of supplies and services, negotiation of rates with managed care companies and other services which it would be able to do on the basis of being a Brooklyn-based hospital system negotiating rates and other matters based on Brooklyn costs and charges), LICH would quickly be able to stabilize its financial condition. In addition, with the strengthening of its teaching programs by its closer association with Downstate’s medical college, LICH would be able to resume its position as one of the premier teaching hospitals of Brooklyn, and also its position as a major provider of medical care to the underserved communities in the eastern areas of Brooklyn where LICH has already opened clinics and where it would like to expand its services.

Jeff Hussein Strabone

President
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